ARTICLE APPEARED

ON PAGE A-4

Soviet Aide
Cuts Short

US. Visit
Move Comes Amid -

Unconfirmed Reports
Chernenko Is Dead

By Richard M. Weintraub
Washington Post Foreign Service
A member of the Soviet Politburo
abruptly cut short his visit to the
United States yesterday amid un-
confirmed reports that Soviet lead-
er Konstantin Chernenko had died.
Viadimir V. Shecherbitsky in-
formed the State Department late
ye:terggy afte;z::n that he and the
other 29 mem of a high-ranking
Soviet delegation were exﬂfng their
visit to the United States to return
to Moscow as soon as possible.

Early this morning, Moscow Ra-
dio began. broadcasting funeral
dirges, which in the paed has sig-
naled a death in the leadership.

Shcherbitsky is one of 11 mem-
bers of the ruling Politburer and his
presence would be needed for 2 ma.
jor vote or if a fellow member had
died. Chernenko clearly has been iil
for several months, but a number of
other members of the ruling body
also are in their seventies and
eighties and in frail health.

If Chernenko is dead; he would be
the third Soviet leader to have died
within the past 28 months, Leonid
Brezhnev's 18-year hold on Soviet
power ended in November 1982,
His successor, Yuri Andropov, ruled
for only 15 months before he died in
February last year to be succeeded
by Chernenko., _

Intense speculation on the sub-
ject of a new leader at the top of the
Kremlin hierarchy has focused on
whether power finally will pass
from the old guard to a younger
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;geneia_ﬁon of \SWviet leaders, rep-
resentdd by :albe such as Mikheil’

' Gorbachew and\Gligeri Romanow.
. Well-inf U.S officials said -
" the Shcherbitsky visit, which.includ-

ed talks with Presidént Reagan dur- -

ing a six-dy sty i Washington, -

had been going well and that these -

Was no question of a dispute leading
+ to the decision togut short a visit t¢

the West Coast b daye.
White House Robert :
Sims said Reagan was informed at 4 _
p-m. of the decisign by the Soviet’
delegation: to re home. Sims
said the United did not have:

an explanation for the decision and
that there has no official re-
port from: the Sovip®s to the U.S.
Embassy in Moscow abeus Cher
penko. !

* A spokesman for tfle U.S. mission
to international organizations based-

in-Geneva said that Wice President :

Bushy, who is in the Swigs. city ta
make a speech today, received
unconfirmted Fpudeto thirt the Soviet
leader had ik - . - .
There also were repaits i Wash-
ingtom that a member of the Soviet
. traveling party in San Francisco had
saiq.flatly that Chernenkd had died,.
bwk B.S. officials famili with the
details of the visit refused'amy com-
. ment, e L
Tlie State Department linited its
_public announcements to the sud-
~den gequest of the Soviets to leave,
and The Associated Press raported
that one W.S. official, aske} what

vthe Saviets. had said about tiir de-
~tisimr—responded: “They 'were

- apkad, but told us nothing.” "\
Washington Post correspoagns' :
Dusko Doder and Celestine ey
reported yesterday from Mostow
that rumors about Chernenko’s
health had been rife in the Sowet
capital throughout the weekend.
Soviet radio began to shift
programming to somber music
about 4 a.fir. today, and by 6 a.n
funeral dirges were being played. ',

But there were no announcey
. ments from the Kremlin. N
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., Chernenko had missed a tradi- |

tional meeting at the Boishoi The- :
aters marking International Wo-

‘men’s Day Thursday night, but he

had failed to make a number of an«’

‘ticipated appearances in recent.

months, leading Soviet officials fi-

.nally to acknowledge that he wasiill.

Deder an Bohlen reported that
there was some. wausually: beavy
weekend activity at the headquar-
ters of the KGB, the Soviet secret
pokce, but that otherwise it had the
"appearance. of, a ‘nermal Moscow
weekead, Thers also was no unusu-
al' activity " around key - Moscow
buildings ‘aarty. sitki moruicig.

Politbuzg member Vitali Voret-
nikov, who hag heen on a visit to
- Yirgoslaviy, also interrupted his trip
and depeted or Moscow after: an
official disper kast. night, Doder re-
ported. Vg‘otnikov had been sched-
uled to retarm to Moscow today.

The. Yugoelgw news agency Tan-
jug reparted -Yorotaikev's depar-
ture as a norntally scheduled event,
but diplomatic sources in the Soviet
capital said hve:Bad cut short his yis-
it

Ever since Chernepko’s lieakh
began %o take: a furn for the worse
late last summes there.have been a
number of false reports that he had
died. For monthts Soviet offiilals
insisted thet nothing was wroag or
that he. was nat. seriously ill, but
when he failed to appear for an elec-
tion speech for the parliament of
the Russian Federafion on Feb. 22,
even the pretense that he was. not
seriously ill was dropped.

Chernenke; 72 when he took of-
fice; showed easly signs of short-
ness of breath and other ailments,
according to fereign visitors who
met with him, and there were some
reports that he was suffering from
emphysema.

White House officials said a

month ago that the U.S. intelli-

months, A
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The visiting Soviet delegation, i
. the highest-ranking groap of Soviet
leaders to come to the United
States since 1973, lekt Washington
on Friday after a full round of tatks
with administration - officials and ’
members of. Congress ag¢- contacts
with the U.S. press. :

After a weekend in Texas, they
were scheduled to spend three days
touring California before returnmg
to Moscow on Wednesday. On ar-
rival in San Francisco, however; the

. 8roup went immediately to the So-

- viet Consulate and, accordinng to

U.S. officials, told the State Depart-

ment they needed to leave imme-
iately.

- Shcherbitsky and his colleagues

'.’v*' e .
havy: g traveling on an officia}
U elierafy; however, and their
owa plane- kad flown to Havana af.,
ter leaving thé group in the United
States, according to these officials,

The Soviet delegation now is
scheduled to leave San Francisco at
5 a.m. today for a flight to New
York and is to leave on the Soviet
aircraft at 3 p.m. today.

The Soviets have Stayed in the
San Francisco consulate under tight
security since their arrival, U.S,
officials said, althougiv there was
Some contaet both with.the State
Department and with congressional
liaison staff, Shcherbitsky and his
group officially ave here as a visit. .
ing parliamentary delegation,
guests of the U.S. Congress.

: - -00965R000807270005-6
Declassified in Part - Sanitized Copy Approved for Release 2012/01/12 : CIA-RDP90-009
ec



